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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
On page 4, lines 4 of the claims, "form" and "et" are typographical errors. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Line 1 of claim 12 and line 1 of claim 13 state 
"wherein determining which algorithm to apply comprises ..." However, the 
independent claim 11, upon which both claims depend, has been amended to remove 
the step of determining at least one algorithm to apply. It is unclear to the examiner 
from the claim language which step of the independent claim is being addressed by the 
limitations of claims 1 1 and 12. Examiner has used his best guess and applied the prior 
art in a manner sufficient to meet the claim. 

Claim 66 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Lines 8-9 of the claim recite the limitation, "receiving a 
selection first based on a selected diagnostic interpretation of a second rule set 



Application/Control Number: 10/625,633 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3736 

comprising a second plurality of algorithms." It is unclear to the Examiner exactly what 
is meant by this limitation. Examiner has used his best guess and applied the prior art in 
a manner sufficient to meet the claim. 

Claims 70 and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Lines 1-2 of claim 70 state, "the first type of 
diagnostic interpretation is a general case diagnostic interpretation is a specific case 
diagnostic interpretation." It is unclear to the examiner whether the first type is a 
specific case or a general case. Claim 71 is indefinite due to its dependence on claim 
70. Examiner has used his best guess and applied the prior art in a manner sufficient to 
meet the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention v^^as described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed In the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only If the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claim 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 13, 14, 20, 24, 25, 27, 28, 60, 61, 66-76 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rottem USPN 6,032,678. 

1 . A patient physiologic monitoring assembly comprising: 

a plurality of sensors generating a real-time physiologic data stream, said real- 
time physiologic data stream including a plurality of physiologic variables; (column 1, 
lines 45-64, column 4, lines 9-60. Images of organs.) 

a first logic rule set including a plurality of logic rules for interpreting the 
physiologic variables; (column 4, lines 9-60, column 5, lines 1-67. Computer scans 
images and determines information about landmarks to generate a matrix of possible 
conditions relative to organs for display to operator) 

a second logic rule set including a plurality of logic rules for interpreting the 
physiologic variables; (column 4, lines 9-60, column 5, lines 62-67, column 6, lines 1- 
67. Based on user selection the differential diagnosis is done.) 

a controller receiving said real-time physiologic data stream, said controller 
including a logic adapted to; (column 4, lines 9-60) 

cross reference said plurality of physiologic variables with the first logic rule set 
and second logic rule set; (column 4, lines 9-60) and 

generate at least a first diagnostic interpretations of said plurality of physiologic 
variables utilizing said first logic rule set and a second diagnostic interpretation of said 
plurality of physiologic variable utilizing the said second logic rule set. (column 4, lines 
9-60, columns 5 and 6) 
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2. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 1, wherein said logic 
is further adapted to display said first and second diagnostic interpretations on a display 
element, (column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6. All data is shown on video display) 

3. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 1, wherein said logic 
is further adapted to select said first logic rule set and said second logic rule set from a 
rules database, said rules database including a plurality of logic rule sets, (column 4, 
lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6. selected based on images of organs and conditions) 

1 1 . A method for providing diagnostic aid to a clinician monitoring the medical condition 
of a patient, the method comprising: 

storing a plurality of sets of rule-based algorithms capable of generating different 
diagnostic interpretations of the same physiological data; (column 4, lines 9-60, columns 
5 and 6.) 

acquiring physiological data relating to the patient from at least one sensor; 
applying at least one rule-based algorithm from a first set of the of the 
rule-based algorithms to the acquired data; (column 1, lines 45-64, column 4, lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6. Images analyzed by computer) 

generating a first diagnostic interpretation based on the application of the at least 
one rule-based algorithms from the first set to the acquired data; (column 4, lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6) 
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displaying the first diagnostic interpretation to the clinician; (column 4. lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6) 

applying at least one rule-based algorithm from a second set of the rule-based 
algorithms to the acquired data: (column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

generating a second diagnostic interpretation based on the application of the at 
least one rule-based algorithm from the second set to the acquired data: (column 4, 
lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) and 

displaying the second diagnostic interpretation to the clinician, (column 4, lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6) 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein determining which algorithm to apply comprises 
displaying a list of choices to a clinician and receiving a clinician input indicative of a 
selection made by the clinician, (column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6. Choices 
displayed to user and selection accepted.) 

13. The method of claim 11, wherein determining which rule-based algorithm to apply 
comprises receiving data relating to a characteristic of the patient, and selecting a rule- 
based algorithm to apply based on the electronic logical analysis of the received data 
relating to the characteristic of the patient, (column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6. 
Computer perfomris analysis on images) 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein acquiring data relating to the patient comprises 
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acquiring vital signs data, (column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

20. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein generating a response is based on applying a 
plurality of rule-based algorithms from a set of rule-based algorithms, (column 4, lines 
9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

24. The method of claim 72, wherein acquiring patient data relating to the subject 
comprises acquiring physiological data relating to the patient from at least one sensor 
coupled to the subject, (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

25. The method of claim 21 , wherein acquiring patient data comprises acquiring data 
from a database record relating to the subject, (column 6, lines 52-67) 

27. The method of claim 24, wherein acquiring data from at least one sensor comprises 
acquiring data from a plurality of sensors, the plurality of sensors configured to acquire 
data relating to a plurality of physiologic variables, (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, 
lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

28. The method of claim 72, further comprising generating a certainty score for each of 
the diagnostic interpretations, (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 
and 6. Probablility of diagnosis.) 
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60. The method of claim 74gli, further comprising: 

displaying the plurality of diagnostic interpretations to a clinician; (column 1 , lines 
45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

prompting the clinician for a selection of one of the plurality of diagnostic 
interpretations; (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) and 

receiving a selection from the clinician of one of the plurality of diagnostic 
interpretations, (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

61 . The method of claim 60, further comprising providing a certainty score for each of 
the plurality of displayed diagnostic interpretations, (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, 
lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6. Probablility of diagnosis.) 

66. A method of monitoring a patient, comprising: 

acquiring data from a plurality of sensors that are coupled to a patient; (column 1 , 
lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

selecting a first rule set comprising a first plurality of rule-based algorithms based 
on the acquired data; (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

applying the first rule set to the acquired data to produce an at least one 
diagnostic interpretations; (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 
6) 
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displaying the at least one diagnostic interpretations; (column 1 , lines 45-65, 
column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

receiving a selection first based on a selected diagnostic interpretation of a 
second rule set comprising a second plurality of rule-based algorithms; (column 1 , lines 
45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

applying the second rule set to the acquired data to produce at least one 
seconda second plurality of diagnostic interpretations; and (column 1, lines 45-65, 
column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

displaying the at least one second plurality of diagnostic interpretations, (column 
1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

67. The method of claim 66, wherein displaying at least one first or second diagnostic 
interpretations comprises displaying a certainty score for each diagnostic interpretation 
of the at least one diagnostic interpretations, (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9- 
60. columns 5 and 6. Probablility of diagnosis.) 

68. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 2, wherein said 
logic is further adapted to receive a selection of the first diagnostic interpretation or the 
second diagnostic interpretation from a clinician, (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 
9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

69. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the plurality of rules of the first rule set are directed 
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towards a first type of diagnostic interpretation and the plurality of rules of the second 
rule set are directed towards a second type of diagnostic interpretation, (column 1 , lines 
45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

70. The method of claim 69 wherein the first type of diagnostic interpretation is a 
general case diagnostic interpretation is a specific case diagnostic interpretation, 
(column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6) 

71 . The method of claim 70 wherein the second type of diagnostic interpretation is a 
cardiological diagnostic interpretation, (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6) 

72. A method for diagnosing the medical condition of a patient, the method comprising: 

acquiring patient data; (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 
and 6.) 

applying a first rule set comprising a plurality of rule-based algorithms to the 
acquired patient data, the first rule set comprising rule-based algorithms directed to 
producing at least one general diagnostic interpretation of the patient data based on the 
application of the first rule set; (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 
and 6.) 

evaluating the at least one general diagnostic interpretation to select a second 
rule set comprising a plurality of rule-based algorithms directed to producing at least 
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one specific diagnostic interpretation; (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6.) 

applying the selected second rule set to the acquired patient data; (column 1 , 
lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

generating at least one specific diagnostic interpretation of the patient data based 
on the application of the second rule set; (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6.) 

displaying at least one specific diagnostic interpretation of the patient data based 
on the application of the second rule set. (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6.) 

73. The method of claim 72 wherein the specific diagnostic interpretation is cardiological 
diagnostic interpretation, (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 
6.) 



74. A method of monitoring the medical condition of a patient, comprising: 

storing a plurality of rule sets configured to produce an Independent diagnostic 

interpretation when applied to physiological data; (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 

9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

acquiring physiological data from a plurality of sensors coupled to the patient, the 

plurality of sensors acquiring physiological data relating to more than one patient 

characteristic; (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 
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selecting a first rule set from the plurality of rules sets based on the acquired 
physiological data; (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

applying the first rule set to the acquired physiological data; (column 1 , lines 45- 
65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

generating a first diagnostic interpretation based on the application of the first 
rule set to the physiological data; (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 
5 and 6.) 

applying the second rule set to the acquired physiological data; (column 1, lines 
45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

generating a second diagnostic interpretation based on the application of the 
second rule set to the physiological data, (column 1, lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, 
columns 5 and 6.) 

75. The method of monitoring the medical condition of a patient of claim 74 wherein the 
second rule set Is selected based on the first diagnostic interpretation, (column 1 , lines 
45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

76. A system for using rule based algorithms, comprising: 

a data storage device configured to store a plurality of rule sets comprising a 
plurality of rule-based algorithms; (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 
5 and 6.) 
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a data acquisition device configured to acquire data from a patient; (column 1 , 
lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

a controller that receives and processes the acquired data; (column 1 , lines 45- 
65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

a first logic configured to select a first rule set from the data storage device to be 
applied to the acquired data, the rule set being selected based on the acquired data; 
and (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

a second logic configured to select a second rule set from the data storage 
device to be applied to the acquired data, the second rule set being selected based on 
the acquired data; (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

wherein the controller receives the selected first rule set and second rule set, 
applies the first rule set to the acquired data to produce a first diagnostic interpretation 
of the acquired data, and applies the second rule set to the acquired data to produce a 
second diagnostic interpretation of the acquired data, (column 1 , lines 45-65, column 4, 
lines 9-60, columns 5 and 6.) 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 5. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 13, 14, 16, 17, 20, 22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 61, 66, 
67, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75 and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by lliff US Patent Publication Number 2005/0010088. 

1 . A patient physiologic monitoring assembly comprising: 
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a plurality of sensors generating a real-time physiologic data stream, said real- 
time physiologic data stream including a plurality of physiologic variables; ([0072-0075] 
also incorporated by reference USPN 6,022,315 columns 49-53 and 64) 

a first logic rule set including a plurality of logic rules for interpreting the 
physiologic variables; ([0073-0087] Main automated diagnostic system with initial 
diagnois) 

a second logic rule set including a plurality of logic rules for interpreting the 
physiologic variables; ([0073-0087] Panel module with strategies, passively listening) 
and - 

a controller receiving said real-time physiologic data stream, said controller 
including a logic adapted to [0005-0006]; 

cross reference said plurality of physiologic variables with the first logic rule set 
and second logic rule set; ([0073-0087] diagnostic and panel modules produce separate 
results) and 

generate at least a first diagnostic interpretations of said plurality of physiologic 
variables utilizing said first logic rule set and a second diagnostic interpretation of said 
plurality of physiologic variable utilizing the said second logic rule set. ([0073-0087] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data) 

2. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 1 , wherein said logic 
Is further adapted to display said first and second diagnostic interpretations on a display 
element. [0076-0087] 
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3. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 1 , wherein said logic 
is further adapted to select said first logic rule set and said second logic rule set from a 
rules database, said rules database including a plurality of logic rule sets. [0076-0087] 

5. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in 

claim 3, wherein said logic is further adapted to modify one of said plurality of logic rules 
within said first logic rule set. ([0005-0006, 0072] patents incorporated by reference 
USPN 5, 660,176 columns 59-63) 

6. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 5, wherein 
said modification comprises editing one of said plurality of logic rules. ([0005-0006, 
0072] patents incorporated by reference USPN 5, 660,176 columns 59-63) 

7. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 5, wherein 

said modification comprises deleting one of said plurality of logic rules. ([0005-0006, 
0072] patents incorporated by reference USPN 5, 660,176 columns 59-63) 

8. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 5, wherein 

said modification comprises adding a new logic rule to said first logic rule set. ([0005- 
0006, 0072] patents incorporated by reference USPN 5, 660,176 columns 59-63) 
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9. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in 

claim 3, wherein said logic is further adapted to add a new logic rule set to said rules 
database. ([0005-0006. 0072] patents incorporated by reference USPN 5, 660,176 
columns 59-63) 

10. A patient physiologic monitoring assembly as described in claim 1 , further 
comprising a plurality of networked medical facilities in communication with said 
controller such that said first logic rule set may be received from any of said plurality of 
networked medical facilities. ([0005-0006, 0072] patents Incorporated by reference 
MDATA system) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing diagnostic aid to a clinician monitoring 
the medical condition of a patient, the method comprising: 

storing a plurality of sets of rule-based algorithms capable of generating different 
diagnostic interpretations of the same physiological data; ([0073-0087] diagnostic and 
panel modules produce separate results from same data) 

acquiring physiological data relating to the patient from at least one sensor; 
applying at least one rule-based algorithm from a first set of the of the 
rule-based algorithms to the acquired data; ([0072-0075] also incorporated by reference 
USPN 6.022,315 columns 49-53 and 64) 
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generating a first diagnostic interpretation based on the application of the at least 
one rule-based algorithms from the first set to the acquired data; ([0073-0087] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data) 

displaying the first diagnostic interpretation to the clinician; ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician) 

applying at least one rule-based algorithm from a second set of the rule-based 
algorithms to the acquired data: ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce 
separate results from same data) 

generating a second diagnostic interpretation based on the application of the at 
least one rule-based algorithm from the second set to the acquired data: ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data) and 
displaying the second diagnostic Interpretation to the clinician. ([0073-0089] diagnostic 
and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to 
physician) 

13. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein determining which rule-based algorithm to apply 
comprises receiving data relating to a characteristic of the patient, and selecting a rule- 
based algorithm to apply based on the electronic logical analysis of the received data 
relating to the characteristic of the patient. . [0073-0089] 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein acquiring data relating to the patient comprises 
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acquiring vital signs data. [0073-0089] 
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16. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

storing the plurality of rule based algorithms at a remote location; ([0005-0006, 
0072] patents incorporated by reference describe MDATA system based in servers) and 

transferring the rule-based algorithm that is to be applied from the remote 
location. ([0005-0006, 0072] patents incorporated by reference describe MDATA system 
based in servers) 

17. The method of claim 11, wherein generating a response based on the application of 
at least one of the plurality of rule-based algorithms comprises generating an alarm. 
([0005-0006, 0072] patents incorporated by reference USPN 5,660,176 column 25-26) 

20. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein generating a response is based on applying a 
plurality of rule-based algorithms from a set of rule-based algorithms. ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician) 

22. The method of claim 72, further comprising generating an alarm based on the 
application of the plurality of algorithms. ([0005-0006, 0072] patents incorporated by 
reference USPN 5,660,176 column 25-26) 
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24. The method of claim 72, wherein acquiring patient data relating to the subject 
comprises acquiring physiological data relating to the patient from at least one sensor 
coupled to the subject. ([0072-0075] also incorporated by reference USPN 6,022,315 
columns 49-53 and 64) 

25. The method of claim 21, wherein acquiring patient data comprises acquiring data 
from a database record relating to the subject. [0073-0075] 

27. The method of claim 24, wherein acquiring data from at least one sensor comprises 
acquiring data from a plurality of sensors, the plurality of sensors configured to acquire 
data relating to a plurality of physiologic variables. ([0072-0075] also incorporated by 
reference USPN 6,022.315 columns 49-53 and 64) 

28. The method of claim 72, further comprising generating a certainty score for each of 
the diagnostic interpretations. ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce 
separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with ranking, score 
and weight.) 

61 . The method of claim 60, further comprising providing a certainty score for each of 
the plurality of displayed diagnostic interpretations. ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel 
modules produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician 
with ranking, score and weight.) 
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66. A method of monitoring a patient, comprising: 

acquiring data from a plurality of sensors that are coupled to a patient; ([0072- 
0075] also incorporated by reference USPN 6,022,315 columns 49-53 and 64) 

selecting a first rule set comprising a first plurality of rule-based algorithms based 
on the acquired data; ([0073-0087] Main automated diagnostic system with initial 
diagnois) 

applying the first rule set to the acquired data to produce an at least one 
diagnostic interpretations; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce separate 
results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with ranking, score and 
weight.) 

displaying the at least one diagnostic interpretations; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and 
panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to 
physician with ranking, score and weight.) 

receiving a selection first based on a selected diagnostic interpretation of a 
second rule set comprising a second plurality of rule-based algorithms; ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight.) 

applying the second rule set to the acquired data to produce at least one second 
plurality of diagnostic interpretations; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules 
produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with 
ranking, score and weight.) and 
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displaying ttie at least one second plurality of diagnostic interpretations. ([0073- 
0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final 
results displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight.) 

67. The method of claim 66, wherein displaying at least one first or second diagnostic 
interpretations comprises displaying a certainty score for each diagnostic interpretation 
of the at least one diagnostic interpretations. ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel 
modules produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician 
with ranking, score and weight.) 

69. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the plurality of rules of the first rule set are directed 
towards a first type of diagnostic interpretation and the plurality of rules of the second 
rule set are directed towards a second type of diagnostic interpretation. ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight.) 

70. The method of claim 69 wherein the first type of diagnostic interpretation is a 
general case diagnostic interpretation is a specific case diagnostic interpretation. 
([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. 
Final results displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight.) 
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71 . The method of claim 70 wherein the second type of diagnostic interpretation is a 
cardiological diagnostic interpretation. ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules 
produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with 
ranking, score and weight.) 

72. A method for diagnosing the medical condition of a patient, the method comprising: 

acquiring patient data; ([0072-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce 
separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with ranking, score 
and weight.) 

applying a first rule set comprising a plurality of rule-based algorithms to the 
acquired patient data, the first rule set comprising rule-based algorithms directed to 
producing at least one general diagnostic interpretation of the patient data based on the 
application of the first rule set; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce 
separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with ranking, score 
and weight.) 

evaluating the at least one general diagnostic interpretation to select a second 
rule set comprising a plurality of rule-based algorithms directed to producing at least 
one specific diagnostic interpretation; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules 
produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with 
ranking, score and weight.) 
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applying the selected second rule set to the acquired patient data; ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight.) 

generating at least one specific diagnostic interpretation of the patient data based 
on the application of the second rule set; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules 
produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with 
ranking, score and weight.) 

displaying at least one specific diagnostic interpretation of the patient data based 
on the application of the second rule set. ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules 
produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with 
ranking, score and weight.) 

73. The method of claim 72 wherein the specific diagnostic interpretation is cardiological 
diagnostic interpretation. ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce separate 
results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with ranking, score and 
weight.) 

74. A method of monitoring the medical condition of a patient, comprising: 

storing a plurality of rule sets configured to produce an independent diagnostic 
interpretation when applied to physiological data; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel 
modules produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician 
with ranking, score and weight.) 
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acquiring physiological data from a plurality of sensors coupled to the patient, the 
plurality of sensors acquiring physiological data relating to more than one patient 
characteristic; ([0072-0075] also incorporated by reference USPN 6,022,315 columns 
49-53 and 64) 

selecting a first rule set from the plurality of rules sets based on the acquired 
physiological data; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results 
from same data. Final results displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight.) 

applying the first rule set to the acquired physiological data; ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight.) 

generating a first diagnostic interpretation based on the application of the first 
rule set to the physiological data; ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce 
separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with ranking, score 
and weight.) 

applying the second rule set to the acquired physiological data; ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight) 

generating a second diagnostic interpretation based on the application of the 
second rule set to the physiological data. ([0073-0089] diagnostic and panel modules 
produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician with 
ranking, score and weight.) 
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75. The method of monitoring the medical condition of a patient of claim 74 wherein the 
second rule set is selected based on the first diagnostic interpretation. ([0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician with ranking, score and weight. Panel strategies passively listen 
as diagnostic module goes through process.) 

76. A system for using rule based algorithms, comprising: 

a data storage device configured to store a plurality of rule sets comprising a 
plurality of rule-based algorithms; ([0005-0006, 0072-0089] diagnostic and panel 
modules produce separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician) 

a data acquisition device configured to acquire data from a patient; ([0072-0075] 
also incorporated by reference USPN 6,022,315 columns 49-53 and 64) 

a controller that receives and processes the acquired data; ([ 0005-0006, 0072- 
0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final 
results displayed to physician) 

a first logic configured to select a first rule set from the data storage device to be 
applied to the acquired data, the rule set being selected based on the acquired data; ([ 
0005-0006, 0072-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from 
same data. Final results displayed to physician) and 

a second logic configured to select a second rule set from the data storage 
device to be applied to the acquired data, the second rule set being selected based on 
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the acquired data; ([0005-0006, 0072-0089] diagnostic and panel modules produce 
separate results from same data. Final results displayed to physician) 

wherein the controller receives the selected first rule set and second rule set, 
applies the first rule set to the acquired data to produce a first diagnostic interpretation 
of the acquired data, and applies the second rule set to the acquired data to produce a 
second diagnostic interpretation of the acquired data. ([0005-0006, 0073-0089] 
diagnostic and panel modules produce separate results from same data. Final results 
displayed to physician) 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to all the claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharick Naqi whose telephone number is 571-272-3041. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Max Hindenburg can be reached on 571-272-4726. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/625,633 



Page 27 



Art Unit: 3736 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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